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The Janet H. and C. Harry Knowles Foundation was established in 1999 with the broad mission to
increase the number of high quality high school science and mathematics teachers in the United States.
In 2000 I was hired as the first Executive Director. One early decision was to use the name Knowles
Science Teaching Foundation or KSTF in less formal circumstances. After a year of discussing and
designing, in 2001 it was agreed that KSTF would realize its mission by infusing the science and
mathematics education system with individuals of exceptional ability and promise. In 2002 KSTF
awarded the first Teaching Fellowships and we began to ask
ourselves, what would count as success.
During the fiscal year ending May 31, 2010, there were a number of
indicators that KSTF is becoming increasingly successful. Let me
share a few. Eighty‐seven percent of the KSTF Teaching Fellows
who have begun teaching remain in the classroom. Because KSTF
Teaching Fellows can be found in 34 states, it is difficult to use state
assessment data to indicate student achievement. However, individual KSTF Teaching Fellows report
that a greater percentage of the students they teach passed state tests than other teachers’ students or
students in previous years. Two KSTF Teaching Fellows and one
Alumna coached student teams to first place in state and/or
national competitions in robotics, engineering and science.
More exciting are the innovative approaches to teaching that
Teaching Fellows report. These range from designing
assignments using the iPod to creating tasks that must be
completed while riding the city bus to or from school. Other
instructional innovations include converting cooking oil from the school cafeteria to biodiesel fuel and
generating sufficient electricity through a bicycle generator to take the school off the grid.
KSTF Teaching Fellows are leaders influencing other teachers by serving as department heads and by
presenting at national and regional meetings of teachers such as the
National Science Teachers Association or the Georgia Council of
Teachers of Mathematics. They organize groups such as the Three‐
minute Observation Club or a school‐based Professional Learning
Community to study teaching.
It is increasingly clear that those who complete the KSTF Teaching
Fellowship Program are leaders in science and mathematics
education who perceive teaching as a complex and intellectually satisfying task that can provide the
challenge and fulfillment of a life‐long career.
Meanwhile, the university faculty members who have been awarded Research Fellowships continue
their work to better understand issues of preparation, professional development and retention of high

school science and mathematics teachers. During the fiscal
year considered here they published 40 articles in referred
journals and nine book chapters.
KSTF also has gathered a staff of outstanding program officers
and administrative support personnel. As an operating
foundation, a KSTF program officer does not oversee grants
but rather works closely with the teachers who are fellows,
supporting and challenging them to be increasingly more
attentive to the success of students. The administrative staff is equally committed to the mission of
KSTF.
As KSTF moves into the 2010‐2011 fiscal year, we are in the process of formalizing an Alumni Program.
We also are shifting the focus of the Research Program so we are better able to answer questions about
what we learned so that KSTF can share the principles that are making us successful.
Everyone associated with KSTF is grateful to Harry and Janet Knowles for their generosity and vision.
We are also grateful to the Board of Trustees and to the many consultants who work with us throughout
the year. In addition to looking at the financial
information on the following pages, please make time to
visit the KSTF website www.kstf.org to learn more about
the exceptional teachers who are KSTF Fellows and the
program that has been designed to move them to be life‐
long learners and leaders in education.
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